Student Achievement Plan: DSB Niagara

2023-2024 Academic Year
Achievement of Learning Outcomes in Core Academic Skills

Goal: Improve students’ literacy learning and achievement

Measure: % of student who met or exceeded the provincial standard on EQAO Assessments for Grade
3/6 Reading and Writing and % of first time eligible students who were successful on the OSSLT/TPCL.
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Goal: Improve students’ math learning and achievement
Measure: % of students who met or exceeded the provincial standard on EQAO Assessments for Grade

3/6/9 Math
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2023-2024 Academic Year

Preparation of Students for Future Success
Goal: Improve students’ graduation rates and preparedness for future

success

Measure: % of students

graduating with an OSSD 100%
within five years of starting
Grade 9

50%
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Grade 9 in 2018-2019 and )
tracks their progress until 2022- 0%
2023.
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Source: As reported by schools through the Ontario School Information System (OnSIS), 2021-2022 to 2023-2024, and the Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAQO), 2022-2023 to 2023-2024.
#N/A: Not applicable. Secondary student indicators are not available for elementary only school boards. Learning Preparedness and Mental Health Awareness data is not available for 2022-2023.

2023-2024 Academic Year

Student Engagement & Well-Being
Goal: Improve students’ participation in class time and learning

Measure: % of students in
Grades 4-12 who were

suspended at least once 30%
15%
0%
Measure: % of students in
Grades 1-8 whose individual ~ 100%
attendance rate is equal to or
greater than 90 percent
50%
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Goal: Improve student well-being

Measure: % of Grade 6, 9 and
10 students who report being

aware of mental health 100%
supports and services in order
to seek supports for mental
health
50%
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Student Achievement Plan: DSB Niagara
2023-2024 Academic Year
Achievement of Learning Outcomes in Core Academic Skills

2023-2024 Academic Year
Preparation of Students for Future Success

Goal: Improve students’ graduation rates and preparedness for

Goal: Improve students’ literacy learning and achievement
future success
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2023-2024 Academic Year
Student Engagement & Well-Being

Goal: Improve students’ participation in class time and learning

School
% of students... Board Province
in Grades 1-8 whose individual attendance rate is 55.10 59.9%
equal to or greater than 90 percent
in Grades 4-12 who were suspended at least once 4.20% 4.18%

Goal: Improve student well-being

% of Grade 6, 9 and 10 students who report being
aware of mental health supports and services in order 63% 60%
to seek supports for mental health

Additional School Board Measures School board

Actions our School Board Will Take to Improve

i Student engagement and well-being impacts and underpins all the work to improve core
1 academic skills and preparation for future success. We are pleased to note a slight

i decrease in suspensions, aligning more closely with Ministry figures, and attribute this

! to continued work on restorative practices with administrators from all schools.

| Attendance has risen over 12% since 2021/2022, increasing from 42.5% to 55.1% in

i 2023/2024. Although this is still below the provincial average, the gap has been

1 narrowed to just 4.8%. We are encouraged by the positive impact of strategic actions

i aimed at improving student attendance, such as refining attendance gathering practices
i and providing targeted support to students with chronic absenteeism. We will continue

1 work to understand the complex attendance picture, and work to further enhance

i attendance rates. In terms of well-being, DSBN also outperforms provincial figures in

! student awareness of mental health supports and services, which we attribute to

1 school-based staff who communicate with students and staff about accessing Youth

i Counsellor and Social Worker support. Mental Health literacy modules for grades 7 and
1 8 include information about available mental health supports, ensuring students are

i informed and can seek help when needed. Continued work on these areas, as framed

i The DSBN is committed to preparing students for success through targeted strategies and
| data-driven actions. Notably, DSBN increased the percentage (3%) of students earning 16
i or more credits by the end of Grade 10. This success is attributed to focused academic

I support at the school level. Participation in job skills programs is slightly higher in DSBN

| (27%) compared to the province (26%), reflecting our commitment to diverse career

i pathways. Although our graduation rate within five years of starting Grade 9 stands at

1 87.1%, slightly below the provincial average of 89.5%, we will continue refining academic

i pathway plans to support each learner's needs. Expanding technology programs have

i contributed to higher job skills program enrollment and increased student engagement,

i leading to higher graduation rates. With 55.4% of DSBN students enrolled in at least one

| Grade 12 math or Grade 11/12 science course, we mirror the provincial decrease. To

i improve students' confidence in their preparedness for future learning experiences,

i currently, 61% of DSBN students feel prepared for their next steps, slightly below the

i provincial average of 63%. By leveraging school-level data, we will tailor support to
learners in achieving success on the OSSLT. By utilizing data at the school level, our ! individual students, ensuring they are well-equipped for their educational journey. We
skilled educators can tailor support to students prior to writing the OSSLT. We are ; remain confident that our plans for the upcoming school year, aligned with the DSBN
confident that our plans for the upcoming school year, aligned with the DSBN Strategic ! Strategic Plan, will continue progress toward goals in this area.

Plan, will meet our goals.

DSBN strategies for math and literacy have deepened and become more focused,
addressing students' unique learning needs. Effective strategic actions have led to
student achievement exceeding provincial levels in all eight EQAO categories by up to
20%. Secondary Math achievement rose by 7% in 2023/2024 due to the strategic
allocation of differentiated supports. DSBN remains a provincial leader in Math, with
continued improvement and high student achievement as priorities. The Math
Achievement Action Plan outlines strategies that have improved student achievement,
as shown by consistent growth in classroom, school, and EQAO results. Educators at
all levels have fostered a culture of excellence in mathematics. In addition, all primary
homeroom teachers have received resources and training to support early literacy skill
acquisition. Aligned with classroom instruction, trained Itinerant Reading Intervention
Teachers (IRITs) apply evidence-based reading interventions in response to Early
Reading Screening data. Successful OSSLT scores continue to exceed provincial
averages. The DSBN remains committed to implementing strategies that support all

[
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thin the Thriving pillar of the DSBN Strategic plan, will remain a priority in 2025/2026.

Source: As reported by schools through the Ontario School Information System (OnSIS), 2021-2022 to 2022-2023, and the Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAQO), 2022-2023 to 2023-2024.

#N/A: Not applicable. Secondary student indicators are not available for elementary only school boards. Learning Preparedness and Mental Health Awareness data is not available for 2022-2023.
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