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A little bit about us….
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“All children are competent, capable of complex thinking, 
curious, and rich in potential and experience. Every child 
should feel that he or she belongs, is a valuable contributor to 
his or her surroundings, and deserves the opportunity to 
succeed”.

The Kindergarten Program 2016



“Families are composed of individuals who are competent and 
capable, curious, and rich in experience. Families love their 
children and want the best for them. Families are experts on 
their children. They are the first and most powerful influence 
on children’s learning and development, health, and well-
being. Families bring diverse social, cultural, and liguistic 
perspectives.”                  

The Kindergarten Program 2016



https://drive.google.com/a/dsbn.org/file/d/0BzWJeyie-iP3WXphcE1IblpMVkk/view?usp=sharing


“We need to think about creating classroom 
environments that give children the opportunity 
for wonder, mystery and discovery; an 
environment that speaks to young children’s 
inherent curiosity and innate yearning for 
exploration is a classroom where children are 
passionate about learning and love school.” 

(Heard & McDonough, 2009 as cited in The  Third Teacher Ministry Monograph)



“The Kindergarten program is a child-centred, developmentally 
appropriate, integrated program of learning for four and five 
year old children. The purpose of the program is to establish a 
strong foundation for learning in the early years, and to do so in 
a safe and caring, play-based environment that promotes the 
physical, social, emotional and cognitive development of all 
children.”

The Kindergarten Program 2016, p. 8

Video Clip: Kindergarten Overview

http://learnteachlead.ca/projects/re-imagining-literacy-and-mathematics-throughout-the-day-kindergarten-matters/


Dr. Jean Clinton on Early Brain Development

http://www.media.gov.on.ca/836d50c32dcb1c22/en/videos/12365_2048.mp4


In the Kindergarten program, four “frames”, or broad areas of 
learning, are used to structure thinking about learning and 
assessment. 

 Belonging and Contributing;

 Self-Regulation and Well-Being;

 Demonstrating Literacy and Mathematics Behaviours; 

 Problem Solving and Innovating











• Play is how children make sense of the world. Much of 
children’s learning takes place through play. 

• Play engages children’s attention when it offers a challenge 
that is within the child’s ability to master.



• Play is a means to early learning that capitalizes on 
children’s natural curiosity and exuberance.



• It has long been acknowledged that there is a strong link between play 
and learning for young children, especially in the areas of problem solving, 
language acquisition, literacy, numeracy, and social, physical, and 
emotional skills.



• When children are manipulating objects, acting out 
roles, or experimenting with various materials, they 
are engaged in learning through play. 

• Through play, children learn about the world around 
them and share their responses in various ways.



http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/childcare/oelf/principles/principle5/index.html

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/childcare/oelf/principles/principle5/index.html


“Stacking blocks, and mixing sand and water, encourages 
logical-mathematical thinking, scientific reasoning and 
cognitive problem-solving... the learning that occurs is a 
by-product of play.” 

Cappon (2006), Canadian Council on Learning (pg. 18)



“If the focus shifts from play during preschool years 
to a strong emphasis on the formal instruction of 
isolated skills like learning symbols (letters, sounds, 
numbers), children’s literacy skills – as well as their 
numeracy and inquiry skills – may actually be 
reduced.”

Bennett, 2004; Nabuco & Sylva, 1996



“In fact, high-quality play that is mediated by adults 
who are play partners and able to inject small 
amounts of focused direct instruction based on the 
needs of the child into the daily play, is an effective 
pedagogy for emergent literacy, numeracy and 
inquiry skills.”                                   

(Clarke-Stewart & Allhusen, 2005; Kagan & Kauerz, 2006; Schweinhart, 2006;  Siraj-Blatchford et 
al., 2002)



“Inquiries evolve out of reciprocal questioning and 
wondering. As the children express their thinking, 
educators think about questions they can ask that 
will further provoke children’s thinking and continue 
to stimulate their curiosity and wonder.”





• Making choices, sharing materials, trying new things;

• Noticing letters on signs and using letters and words 
to make signs;



• Labelling their drawings and writing simple stories;

• Filling a container with sand or water, pouring it out, 
measuring it, counting the number of scoops, 
comparing;



• Arranging, stacking, and building with blocks of different sizes 
and shapes;

• Drawing, painting, creating an animal with modeling clay;

• Running,  jumping, throwing, catching, hopping, skipping.



• Talking, sharing ideas, discussing something with each other 
and with adults;

• Wondering aloud, questioning, using new vocabulary;

• Explaining, suggesting, planning.



• Provide large blocks of time for play

• Stimulate children’s learning through their intentional choice 
of materials

• Ask questions that help the children explore ideas through 
play

• Document the children’s learning in various ways







• Create a learning environment rich in materials, 
experiences and interactions.







Parents are encouraged to share observations or 
information about their child with the educator team.



Some things you could ask the educator(s):

 What are the children learning through play with the blocks, 
sand and water?

 How do you decide what materials to put out for the children 
to play with? Do these materials stay the same all the time or 
do they change?

 How are you addressing the concepts from the Kindergarten 
document in your play-based program?



Some sample ideas: 
At home:
 Have children help to match up the family’s socks when laundry is being done. 
 Provide a variety of recycled materials (e.g., plastic food containers, small boxes, 

etc.) with which children can design, create, and build. 

In the community:
 Look for shapes and patterns in natural objects (e.g., the round-ness of a puddle) 

and built objects (e.g., the repeating pattern of boards in a fence) when walking to 
and from school/the park, etc. 



• What learning areas did you play at today?

• What did you do at the block, sand or water centre?

• What did you play with when you were outside? Why did you 
choose to play with that?



This reinforces their sense of wonder and curiosity and 
their willingness to ask about things. It also encourages 
them to use multiple ways to find out about things that 
arouse their interest.



• healthy and secure; 
• emotionally and socially competent; 
• eager, confident, and successful learners; 
• respectful of the diversity of their peers. 



Thank you for coming! Enjoy the rest of your 
evening!

Article 31 United Nations The Right to Play

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5tjRPWPhIfA
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