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Success in the Secondary Mathematics Classroom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where your child can go for help: 
 
Grades 7 – 10:  Homework Help  homeworkhelp.ilc.org 

Not just for students. Support math learning at home and register 
for a free guardian account 
 
Grades 11 & 12: DSBN Homework Help  www.dsbn.org/mathhelp 
 
Grades K – 12: Mathies     mathies.ca 
(Interactive electronic  resources designed for Ontario K-12 Students and 
parents)   
  

 

 

 

 

Helping Your Child with Their Homework 

Asking the following kinds of questions can help you and your child tackle the challenges of math homework: 

 What is the problem that you’re working on? 

 Are there instructions or directions?  What do they say? 

 Are there words in the directions or the problem that you do not understand? 

 Where do you think you should begin? 

 Is there anything that you already know that can help you work through the problem? 

 What have you done so far? 

 Can you find help in your textbook or notes? 

 Do you have other problems like this one? Can we look at one of those together? 

 Can you draw a picture or make a diagram to show how you solved a problem like this one? 

 What is the question asking you to do? Can you explain it to me? 

 Can you tell me where you are stuck? 

 Is there someone you can call to get help? Can you discuss the problem with a classmate? 

 Would using a calculator help you solve the problem? 

 Would it help to go on to another problem and come back to this one later? 

 Why don’t we look for some help on the Internet? 

 Can you go in before or after school for help from the teacher? 

Taken from NCTM: Math Homework is due tomorrow – how can I help? 

 

 

 

Curriculum 

Wonder what your child is 

learning in math? You can find all 

the course descriptions here: 

www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum

/secondary/math.html 
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Messages that promote a Growth Mindset 

It’s okay to make mistakes in math. When you realize you made a mistake a new brain connection is made.  

Math ability is like a muscle you strengthen with effort and practice.  

Trying a math problem you don’t know how to solve is a great way to learn new math skills.  

Everyone learns in a different way. Let’s keep trying to find the way that works for you.  

I like the way you tried all kinds of strategies on that math problem until you finally got it.  You thought of a lot of 
different ways to do it and found the one that worked.  

If this is easy for you then it means you aren’t learning.  

We all have different learning curves. It may take more time for you to catch on to this and be comfortable with 
this material, but if you keep at it like this you will. 

I like the effort you put it, but let’s work together some more and figure out what it is you don’t understand. 

Math grows your brain.  

You might be struggling, but you are making progress. I can see your growth. 

I admire your persistence and hard work. It will pay off. 

 

Parent Resources: 
 
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics – Family Resources (Help Your Child Succeed in Math; Helping with 
Homework; Math Education Today) 
http://www.nctm.org/resources/families.aspx 
 
Ontario Association for Mathematics Education – Mathies (Interactive Electronic Supports)  
http://oame.on.ca/mathies/parents.html 
 
You Cubed – A website with information for parents, teachers, students and administrators. 
 Led by Jo Boaler, a Stanford University math specialist who has become a driving force behind math change in 
the United States and beyond.   http://youcubed.org/ 
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